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“  RATHER THAN A CENTRALISED VENTILATION 
SYSTEM, SUCH AS AN AHU OR TOILET EXTRACT 
UNITS, RYBKA OPTED FOR A DECENTRALISED 
DESIGN WITH AN EXTRACT UNIT IN INDIVIDUAL 
GUESTROOMS.”
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OVERVIEW 
OPENED IN LATE 2017, VILLAGE HOTELS’ 
PORTSMOUTH EXPANSION WAS CREATED WITH  
A CONTEMPORARY AND UPSCALE DESIGN.
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THE PROJECT 
Opened in late 2017, Village Hotels’ Portsmouth 
expansion was created with a contemporary and 
upscale design. Major design work was carried 
out by RYBKA Smith, Ginsler & Battle with  
all M&E work awarded to Borley Engineering 
Ltd. Construction started in January 2017  
after preliminary designs were completed in 
June 2016.

THE CHALLENGE 
Rather than a centralised ventilation system, such 
as an AHU or toilet extract units, RYBKA opted 
for a decentralised design with an extract unit in 
each individual guestroom. The hotel’s ventilation 
strategy was designed in this way to reduce the 
space needed for a plant room on the roof due to 
space and noise restrictions.

 

Over 150 Opus units were specified for the 
Portsmouth Village Hotel project, with fans 
installed in each bathroom. Units supplied for 
the guestrooms were OPUS40S-ESPF extract 
fans, able to achieve airflow duties of up to 40l/s. 
This aided in meeting airflow requirements for 
the building, while only having one small fan per 
room. Each Opus unit installed was specified 
with Ecosmart controls and a PIR sensor. Simple 
to commission, these controls would save the 
contracting team time during the installation stage, 
despite so many units being specified. PIR sensors 
integral to each Opus unit allowed the fans to 
be installed with very little aftercare required 
– standby, boost and run-on parameters of the 
fan would be set at the install stage, with the PIR 
controlling trickle and boost via guest occupancy.

THE SOLUTION 
Opus units were installed at Village Hotel 
Portsmouth as an alternative to a large 
centralised ventilation system. This strategy 
was deemed the more suitable option for the 
project as it provided adequate airflow to each 
of the guestrooms, and was a simpler way for 
the building’s maintenance team to identify and 
separate rooms in need of repair.

Design consultants RYBKA are utilising the same 
approach with future Village Hotel projects.

UNIT APPLICATIONS 
 Opus - guestroom bathroom extract

 Squif - kitchen/dishwash canopy extract

 XBC - pub, restaurant, reception, coffee shop
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//  SUMMARY

Opus units were installed at Village Hotel 
Portsmouth as an alternative to a large 
centralised ventilation system. This strategy 
was deemed the more suitable option for the 
project as it provided adequate airflow to each 
of the guestrooms, and was a simpler way for 
the building’s maintenance team to identify and 
separate rooms in need of repair.

Design consultants RYBKA are utilising the same 
approach with future Village Hotel projects.

//  OPUS – KEY FEATURES:

•  High performance – Opus 40 units able to 
achieve duties of up to 40l/s.

• Compact design – can be surface mounted 
or recessed for concealed installation.

• Ecosmart controls – simple commissioning 
and cost-effective control solution.

• Integral PIR – no need for additional switch-
live controls.

• Low noise – latest DC technology ensures 
high performance with low noise levels.

Each Opus unit installed was specified 

with Ecosmart controls and a PIR sensor.

Simple to commission, these controls 

would save the contracting team time 

during the installation stage, despite so 

many units being specified. 
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EACH OPUS UNIT INSTALLED WAS SPECIFIED WITH ECOSMART 
CONTROLS AND A PIR SENSOR. SIMPLE TO COMMISSION, THESE 
CONTROLS WOULD SAVE THE CONTRACTING TEAM TIME DURING  
THE INSTALLATION STAGE, DESPITE SO MANY UNITS BEING SPECIFIED. 


